Geography 370   Human Migration
Instructor:  Michael S. McGlade, Ph.D.
Class Location: HSS 230



          

          Class Meets: T & TR 6-7:50
Office:  Maaske 229






          Phone 838-8381
Office Hours:  Monday 6-7; Tuesday 4-6; Thursday 4-6          
          e-mail: mcgladm@wou.edu
___________________________________________________________________________________
Subject Matter
This course begins by briefly examining global patterns of migration, and surveying questions of particular importance and interest to the United States.  Theories that help explain the initiation and continuation of migration will be a major focus of the course.  After the dynamics of immigration are examined, we will explore how immigrants are received by host societies, and the factors that shape their life chances.  Throughout the course, foreign and U.S. immigration policies will be examined and critiqued.  

Required Reading

Alejandro Portes and Ruben G. Rumbaut, Immigrant American: A Portrait, 3rd Edition, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006.  Other readings are listed on reverse side – most of which are available electronically.

Course Requirements
The course will be reading and discussion intensive.  Approximately 50 points of your grade will be based on classroom participation. Students are expected to develop a significant research question and project which will take the form of a final paper.  We will have approximately four quizzes, which will be mostly essay in nature, as well as a comprehensive take home final.  The quizzes will be worth 25 pts. each, and the lowest score will be dropped.   One quiz will be unannounced, the other three are scheduled as per the dates on the reverse side of this syllabus.  No make up quizzes will be given.  The final exam and the research project will be worth 100 pts. each.   Each student is also expected to do an article review (25 pts.) that relates to the theme of their research project.  See due dates on reverse side.

Attendance Policy

Attendance will be taken.  Any student who misses part or all of more than two classes may have his/her grade reduced by one letter grade, at instructor’s discretion.

Project
Each student, in collaboration with the instructor, will need to submit a prospectus for the project, which will identify a research question, a related body of literature in proper bibliographic format, and a proposed outline of methods to be used.  Details of proper form for the research project will be provided by late January, and the nature and content of the project will be discussed in class.
Grading Scale:

90-100

A

80-89.9
B

70-79.9
C

60-69.9
D

<60

F

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
	Dates
	Topics
	Readings*



	January 8, 10
	introduction

global migration patterns
	Special Report  on Migration.  The Economist, Jan. 5-11, 2008. (16 pages) www.economist.com

	January 15, 17
	typology of immigrants
	Portes and Rumbaut, Chapters 1 & 2

	January 22, 24
	quiz on notes and reading so far

what causes immigration to happen and continue
	Suro, Roberto,  (1998).  Strangers Among Us: How Latino Immigration is Transforming America. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. pp. 31-55 (chapter title: From One Man, a Channel) This reading to be on course website by Jan 17.

	January 29, 31
	what causes immigration to happen and continue
	Kandel, William; Massey, Douglas S.. (2002). The Culture of Mexican Migration: A Theoretical and Empirical Analysis. Social Forces, Vol. 80 Issue 3: 981-1004 (accessed by JSTOR)
Fussel, Elizabeth, and Massey, Douglas F.  (2004) The Limits to Cumulative Causation: International Migration from Mexican Urban Areas.  Demography, Vol. 41, No. 1: 151-171.
(accessed by JSTOR)

	February 5, 7
	quiz, US settlement patterns and mobility, Hispanic/Latino settlement patterns in PNW
	Portes and Rumbaut Chapter 3

McGlade, Michael S.  (2002) Mexican Farm Labor Networks and Population Increase.  Yearbook of the Association of Pacific Coast Geographers.  64: 28-54. (available as PDF on class website).

	February 12, 14 
	article review and prospectus due

making it in America
	Portes and Rumbaut Chapter 4



	February 19, 21
	acculturation, quiz
	Portes & Rumbaut, Chapters 6 and 7

	February 26, 28
	The new second generation
	Portes & Rumbaut, Chapter 8

	March 4, 6
	immigration policy
	Portes & Rumbaut, Chapter 10
Isbister, John, Interest and Ethics in Immigration Policy, pp. 209-237.  in The Immigration Debate: Remaking America.  West Hartford, Kumarian Press, 1996. (to be available on library e-reserves or in other format to be announced)

	March 11
	term papers due
	

	March 11, 13 
	student presentations, immigration policy discussion (con’t)
	Portes & Rumbaut, Chapter 10

Isbister, John, Interest and Ethics in Immigration Policy, pp. 209-237.  in The Immigration Debate: Remaking America.  West Hartford, Kumarian Press, 1996. (to be made available on library e-reserves or in other format to be announced)

	March 18, 6 pm.
	take home final due
	


Other readings may be assigned as the term progresses - up to a limit of 100 pages.
